
16 November 2011
Dear Friend
Welcome to our Annual Reunion Dinner/Dance. Please join us and enjoy yourself.
As you know, we have been conducting regular events like this one for the past nine years and been collecting funds at each of them. There are two reasons why our events have always been successful and profitable. First is the continuous support our members, past students and their families and friends give us. One often observes in our events, almost the same people come every year (bringing along some of their new friends) and very often they even sit at the same table each year. The second reason is the financial support that our committee members give our organization. All drinks, short eats, raffle tickets, auction items, competition presents, the DJ etc are all fully paid for by our committee members. 
This leaves the hall hire and the dinner as the only two expensive items currently incurred by the association. We are making every effort to have these two items also sponsored in the future so our events will then become even more profitable. 
What do we do with the funds?

Unlike many well-known major charities in the UK, there are no administration charges, travel or entertainment expenses taken out of these funds. The funds collected from you are spent solely for the benefit of the college. And this is how we do it: 

Each year, Fr Rector lists the items on his budget that are not funded by the Government. At our committee level, we choose as many of the items as possible and agree with him that we, SACKAAEU will fund those expenses. And we send him the money in two installments. Simple!
We have also been advising Fr Rector to allocate the rest of the items to other OBAs, e.g. Cricket funding to the Australian OBA, Soccer sponsorship to the Canadian OBA etc. This way, such incomes will become predictable for Fr Rector, thereby making it easy for him to balance his finances. We also felt that by choosing particular items to pay, the young students will then be able to identify their activities with particular OBAs. 

In the last couple of years, we have been funding the following expenses:

	Expenditure Items
	Costs Rs

	
	

	Office Assistant 1 (extra cost)
	20,000.00

	Computer Assistant 1 (extra cost)
	20,000.00

	Sanitary Assistant 1 (extra cost)
	20,000.00

	Volunteer Teachers 2
	100,000.00

	Prize Day Expenses
	100,000.00

	Extra Electricity costs (computer room)
	96,000.00

	
	

	Total for the Year
	356,000.00


Items on the Budget not sponsored by us:    

	Annual Inter House Athletics Meet
	25,000.00

	Sports Activities (soccer, cricket, badminton, volley ball) 
	150,000.00

	P T Competitions
	150,000.00


In addition, we also offer ad-hoc support for projects which Fr Rector would specifically request from us. Last year, we financed repairing the disused well in our college square. You may remember this well completely covered and unused during your time at the college. We have had it cleaned and new pipes have been laid to transport the clean water for washing and bathing. We also gave a challenge trophy for the most popular all-rounder student along with a cash gift of Rs10,000 to his family. The Coventry Tamil Welfare Association (www.tamils.org.uk)  which works closely with us also sent cash in excess of £2,000 direct to the college. In addition, they are currently establishing an Internet link between a British school in Coventry and St Antony’s College so the children can communicate and learn from each other. We believe this is a unique attempt that no other OBA has done so far. 
On a personal level, one of our members directly sponsored the midday meals for the children over the age of 11 in memory of his parents. Another member gave a challenge trophy to be given to the best performer in athletics each year.  
Christ Hall Hostel

There are currently around 90 children in the hostel who are either orphans or with only one parent. Our Association has never had adequate funds to help those children and so we encouraged our members and well wishers to sponsor them direct. In the last two years, some of our members and well wishers have been financing more than 10 of the children direct, while, a Hindu Temple in London is funding 50 of them. Recently, our Treasurer has agreed with a few English families in Coventry to sponsor more of these children. We are confident, by the beginning of next year; every child in the hostel would be sponsored.   
Dear Friend, I am listing all of the above items to let you, as a past student or a friend of St Antony’s College, know what we have been doing with the funds collected. But that’s not the only reason. I am also writing to invite you, your family and friends to come and enjoy our events each and every time, knowing you are helping a worthy cause. 

We need your support to continue this good work. 

Yours Sincerely

J Mano Manuelpillai (signed)
President  

